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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to a method for 
regeneration of an exhaust filter located in the exhaust 
pipe of an internal combustion engine, comprising the 
step of raising the temperature of the exhaust gas above 
a given temperature threshold if conditions Indicating 
the need for a filter regeneration are met. IVIoreover, the 
invention relates to a system for regeneration of an ex- 
haust filter located in the exhaust pipe of an internal 
combustion engine comprising means to detennine 
conditions Indicating the need for a filter regeneration 
and means to raise the temperature of the exhaust gas. 
[0002] Exhaust filters are used in the exhaust systems 
of internal combustion engines to reduce noxious emis- 
sions of the engine. Diesel particulate filters (DPF) are 
used for example in diesel engines to trap and remove 
diesel particulate matter which is primarily fonned of car- 
bon based material. As the engine exhaust passes 
through the DPF, the particulates are trapped in the filter 
and accumulate overtime. This leads to .an increase in 
the resistance of the exhaust gas flow through the DPF, 
and therefore to an increase In the bacl<pressure on the 
engine. This Increase in backpressure has an adverse 
effect on engine operation and especially on fuel con- 
sumption. In order to reduce backpressure to accepta- 
ble levels, the DPF is periodically regenerated by burn- 
ing off the accumulated particulates, most of which are 
combustible. Also, the amount of trapped particulate 
mass must be kept below a critical threshold so as to 
avoid thermal damage to the filter during regeneration. 
[0003] Several methods and devices have been de- 
veloped in order to determine the correct point in time 
for the regeneration of an exhaust filter IViany of these 
try to estimate the load of the particulate filter, e.g. by 
measurement and comparison of the pressures before 
and after the filter (cf. JP 8326523 A). 
[0004] Moreover, different methods to raise the tem- 
perature of the exhaust gas to the required level for re- 
generation are known. Among these are methods that 
increase engine load by switching on electrical loads or 
by the decreasing of manifold pressure. For more details 
see EP 10 81 347 A1 (198-1101). 
[0005] An inherent drawback of all known methods of 
forced regeneration by increase of exhaust gas temper- 
ature is the associated additional fuel consumption. 
[0006] In the US 4 974 41 4 a system with a diesel par- 
ticulate filler is disclosed for which a purification process 
is initiated if particle load increases above a predeter- 
mined threshold. If a controller initiates a regeneration 
process due to the load conditions, the start of this proc- 
ess may be suppressed if the exhaust gas temperature 
in front of the filter is below a predetermined threshold. 
[0007] DE 1 95 04 1 84 A1 relates to the regeneration 
of a diesel particulate filter, too. If temperature behind 
the fitter increases above a predetemnined threshold, 
the regeneration process may be advanced. 
[0008] It is therefore an object of the present Invention 



to provide a method and a device for the regeneration 
of an exhaust filter that achieve a better fuel efficiency. 
[0009] This objective is achieved by a method accord- 
ing to claim 1 and a system according to claim 5. Pre- 
5 ferred embodiments of the invention are disclosed in the 
dependent claims. 

[0010] The proposed method for the regeneration of 
an exhaust filter located in the exhaust pipe of an inter- 
nal combustion engine comprises the step of rising the 

10 temperature of the exhaust gas above a given temper- 
ature threshold If conditions indicating the need for a fil- 
ter regeneration are met. The method is characterised 
in that the rising of the -temperature is initiated in ad- 
vance if the actual temperature of the exhaust gas is 

15 higher than normal and/or if it is increasing. The refer- 
ence value of a "norma!" temperature has to be defined 
appropriately, e.g. as the average temperature at medi- 
ate or low engine load. 

[0011] According to the proposed procedure, the re- 
20 generation is initiated earlier if the actual temperature is 
already higher than the temperature that can normally 
be expected at the initiation of a regeneration cycle. 
Thus, the available high temperature is exploited and 
fuel can be saved. Moreover, the difference between the 
25 modes of operation with and without regeneration will 
be smaller, and therefore the regeneration will have a 
smaller impact on drivability of the vehicle. 
[001 2] Preferably there will be a mutual dependence 
between the temperature of the exhaust gas and the de- 
30 gree to which the condition for regeneration is fulfilled, 
i.e. the higher the temperature the weaker the condition 
may be and vice versa. 

[0013] Alternatively or additionally to the mere tem- 
perature value of the exhaust gas, the direction of 

35 change of the temperature may be evaluated. I.e. if tem- 
perature raises, regeneration may be advanced more, 
and if temperature decreases, regeneration may be ad- 
vanced less. This procedure takes into account the tem- 
perature development and the temperature that can be 

40 expected during the regeneration cycle. 

[001 4] According to a second aspect of the invention, 
a method for the regeneration of an exhaustf liter located 
in the exhaust pipe of an internal combustion engine is 
provided that comprises the step of raising the temper- 

45 ature of the exhaust gas above a given temperature 
threshold if conditions indicating the need for a filter re- 
generation are met. The method is characterised in that 
the raising of the temperature is initiated with delay if 
the actual temperature of the exhaust gas is lower than 

50 nomnal and/or if it Is decreasing. The reference point of 
a "normal" temperature has again to be defined appro- 
priately, e.g. as the average temperature at medium or 
low engine load. 

[001 5] The second method achieves the same advan- 
55 tages as the first, but in a complementary way. Instead 
of exploiting an advantageous high temperature of the 
exhaust gas, the second method avoids a disadvanta- 
geous low temperature of the exhaust gas as the start- 
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ing point ot a regeneration process. Thus fuel can be 

saved tliat would normally be necessary to Increase the 
temperature from its actual low level to the normal level. 
Moreover, the delay of the regeneration avoids an ex- 
tremely large change in the operation mode of the en- s 
gine which may have a negative impact on drivability. 
[001 6] Preferably there will be a mutual dependence 
between the temperature of the exhaust gas and the de- 
gree to which the condition for regeneration is fulfilled, 
i.e, the lower the temperature the more the condition io 
must be fulfilled in order to initiate regeneration and vice 
versa. 

[0017] Alternatively or additionally to the mere tem- 
perature value of the exhaust gas, the direction of 
change of the temperature may be exploited. I.e. if tem- 
perature decreases, regeneration may be delayed 
more, and if temperature raises, regeneration may be 
delayed less. This takes into account the temperature 
development and the temperature that can be expected 
during the regeneration cycle. 20 
[0018] Preferably the two methods explained above 
are combined. This means that at a temperature above 
a nomnal level regeneration is advanced, while at a tem- 
perature below a normal level regeneration is delayed, 
No change in the timing of the regeneration is made at 25 
the nomial temperature level itself. Besides this, the di- 
rection and magnitude of change of the actual temper- 
ature of the exhaust gas can be observed, i.e. the ad- 
vancement of regeneration can be Increased or its delay 
can be reduced if temperature raises, and the advance- 30 
ment of regeneration can be reduced or its delay can be 
increased if temperature falls. 
[0019] There are many different ways to detemiine 
the point in time when the regeneration of an exhaust 
filter becomes necessary. In the simplest case, regen- 35 
eration may be initiated periodically after a certain time 
interval has elapsed. According to a preferred embodi- 
ment of the invention, the condition indicating the need 
for a filter regeneration is defined by the pressure differ- 
ence across the exhaust filter, I.e. the backpressure due 40 
to the clogging of the filter. Such a pressure drop can 
readily be determined and yields a quantifiable indica- 
tion of filter load. 

[0020] Alternatively, the condition indicating the need 
for a filter regeneration may be defined by the estimated 
load of the exhaust filter. This load may be calculated or 
estimated with the help of procedures that rely on the 
observation of different engine parameters and that are 
well known in the art. 

[0021] The decision to initiate the raising of the tem- so 
perature of the exhaust gas in order to start regeneration 
is preferably taken with the help of fuzzy logic calcula- 
tions. Fuzzy logic is a mathematical framework for the 
implementation of verbal rules that are based on un- 
sharp or fuzzy statements like "the temperature is high" ss 
or "the need for a regeneration process is low". Fuzzy 
logic quantifies these statements with the help of mem- 
bership functions that assign values between 0 and 1 to 



these statements according their degree of fulfilment. 
After such a quantification, fuzzy logic allows to" calcu- 
late with the statements and to evaluate complex ex- 
pressions such as "the higher the actual temperature, 
the more should regeneration be advanced". 
[0022] Alternatively, it may be implemented (in crisp 
logic) with the help of three lookup tables. The exhaust 
gas temperature, Its derivative and the filter load can be 
translated Into signals between 0 and 1. For instance, 
the temperature could be translated as: 0 below 200''C, 
a ramp from 0 to 1 between 200°C and 500°C, and 1 
above SOO^'C. The outputs of these lookup tables are 
then seemed and if the seem exceeds, the value of 1 
regeneration is started. 

[0023] The present invention also comprises a sys- 
tem for the regeneration of an exhaust filter located in 
the exhaust pipe of an internal combustion engine, the 
system comprising: 

means to determine conditions that indicate the 
need for a filter regeneration; 

means to raise the temperature of the exhaust gas 
in order to initiate and execute a regeneration proc- 
ess in the filter; 

means to determine the actual temperature of the 
exhaust gas; and 

a controller adapted to execute a method as de- 
scribed above. 

[0024] The controller of the system is communicative- 
ly coupled to said different means and collects informa- 
tion about the actual temperature of the exhaust gas and 
the need for a regeneration process. It can initiate a re- 
generation by commanding a raise in temperature of the 
exhaust gas. The controller decides to start a regener- 
ation process In accordance with the principles of the 
methods mentioned above, I.e. it advances such a start 
if temperature of the exhaust gas is already high and/or 
increasing, and/or the controller delays such a start if 
temperature of the exhaust gas is presently low and/or 
decreasing. In this way, the proposed system achieves 
considerable fuel savings. 

[0025] The Internal combustion engine of the system 
is preferably a diesel engine, while the exhaust filter is 
a diesel particulate filter (DPF). A DPF has to be regen- 
erated or purified from time to time which is done by 
burning the collected combustible particles, the com- 
bustion being initiated by an increase in exhaust gas 
temperature. 

[0026] The means to determine conditions indicating 
the need for a filter regeneration may comprise pressure 
sensors located upstream and downstream of the ex- 
haust filter. In this way two relatively simple sensors suf- 
fice to provide a quantifiable indication of fitter load 
based on the pressure difference across the exhaust fil- 
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ter, i.e. the backpressure due to the clogging of the filter. 
[0027] The means to determine the actual tempera- 
ture of the exhaust gas may comprise a temperature 
sensor located In the exhaust pipe of the Internal com- 
bustion engine, preferably upstream or downstream 
near the exhaust filter. In many cases, such a sensor 
will already be available for other purposes of engine 
control. 

[0028] The controller of the system is preferable a pro- 
grammable microprocessor. A microprocessor allows 
the flexible Implementation of a control strategy as Its 
behaviour is primarily determined by the software. 
Moreover, the microprocessor may be charged with oth- 
er control tasks, too. The microprocessor may also be 
the engine control unit (ECU) that controls the whole en- 
gine behaviour. 

[0029] In the toilowing, a preferred embodin>ent of the 
invention will be described with reference to the accom- 
panying drawing. The only figure shows the parameter 
regions corresponding to the decisions to regenerate or 
not according to the present invention. 
[0030] As an example, a diesel engine with a diesel 
particulate filter (DPF) is considered, though the present 
invention is nol restricted to such cases. A DPF collects 
the soot emitted from a diesel engine. As a result of the 
carbon build-up in the filter, the backpressure raises 
over time. The filter needs to be regenerated from time 
to time. I.e. particulate mass needs to be oxidised in or- 
der to keep the fuel economy penalty associated with 
increased backpressure to a minimum Also, the amount 
of trapped particulate mass must be kept below a critical 
threshold so as to avoid thermal damage to the filter dur- 
ing regeneration. On the other hand, forcing a regener- 
ation, i.e. increasing exhaust gas temperature beyond 
normal operating temperatures, imposes a fuel econo- 
my penalty as well. Therefore, the point at which a re- 
generation is to be forced should be chosen judiciously. 
[0031] The system proposed here consists of an en- 
gine fitted with a particulate filter, and the engine control 
unit (ECU) containing the control strategy for the engine. 
Part of this control strategy is a DPF load estimation al- 
gorithm which monitors the degree to which the DPF has 
filled with particulate matter. There are different possi- 
bilities for the implementation of such an algorithm. Ac- 
cording to one such algorithm, the flow through the DPF 
is modelled with a valve equation or with another similar 
equation in which the effective area depends on the DPF 
load. The load therefore can be reconstructed by ma- 
nipulation of this equation. This method offers the ad- 
vantage that the signal describing the state* of the DPF 
is independent of the engine operating condition. The 
required sensors can be reduced to two by reconstruct- 
ing the signals from existing signals and first principles. 
[0032] In another method for detemnining the load of 
a diesel engine exhaust particulate filter the portion of 
the filter load constituted by accumulated ash Is deter- 
mined. In one technique, the ash load is detemiined by 
recording the lowest value of DPF load over a time in- 



terval. In another technique, an estimate is made of the 

amount of load remaining at each of a plurality of DPF 
regeneration events; the amount of remaining load im- 
mediately following the regeneration event corresponds 

5 to the amount of accumulated ash in the DPF. DPF load 
estimation is performed using equations for laminar or 
turbulent flow in pipes. These equations establish a lin- 
ear or quadratic relationship between the flow through 
the DPF and the pressure drop measured across it. \n- 

10 stead of considering the estimated DPF load, other 
quantities equally indicative of the degree of clogging of 
the filter could be used, such as normalised backpres- 
sure, filter effective flow area, etc. 
[0033] Different strategies may be used to initiate the 

15 regeneration by increasing exhaust gas temperature. 
One such strategy Includes the step of calculating a tar- 
get engine operational parameter (target intake mani- 
fold pressure, target Intake manifold mass air flow, or 
target air/fuel ratio) as a function of engine speed and 

20 load. The strategy further includes the step of calculat- 
ing a commanded position for a throttle valve disposed 
in the intake manifold of the engine. The commanded 
position is calculated responsive to the target engine op- 
erational parameter and a measured engine operational 

25 parameter, which is one of the following parameters: a 
measured intake manifold pressure, a measured intake 
manifold mass airflow, or a measured air/fuel ratio. The 
strategy further indues the step of controlling the throttle 
valve responsive to the commanded position to control 

30 the exhaust gas temperature of the engine, and the step 
of setting a commanded engine speed to a predeter- 
mined speed to further control the exhaust gas temper- 
ature. Finally, the strategy includes the step of injecting 
a predetermined amount of fuel into one of the cylinders 

35 of the engine late in a power stroke of the one or more 
cylinders to further control the exhaust gas temperature. 
[0034] Another part of the present invention is the im- 
proved algorithm for determining when to initiate a 
forced filter regeneration. Usually, one would define a 

40 threshold for the DPF load and Initiate (force) a regen- 
eration when the estimated particulate mass in the filter 
exceeds a certain number of grams per litre of filter vol- 
ume. What is proposed instead is to make this threshold 
a function of current engine operating conditions,' In par- 

45 ticular, a function of exhaust gas temperature. If the ex- 
haust gas temperature is already fairly close to the point 
at which a regeneration could occur, then it would be 
appropriate to increase the exhaust gas temperature 
slightly in order to initiate a regeneration, even if the filter 

50 is only partially loaded. If the filter is only partially loaded 
and the exhaust gas temperature, is rather low, then 
nothing should be done. 

[0035] On the other hand, if the filter is loaded to a 
critical level, the regeneration should be Initiated regard- 
55 iess of current exhaust gas temperatures. 

[0036] Finally, in the "grey area" in between, the re- 
generation could be initiated if the exhaust temperature 
is close to the threshold and increasing. 
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[0037] Using terminology of fuzzy logic, the "dynamic 
threshold strategy" could be described by the diagram 
of the accompanying figure as follows. 
[0038] The temperature levels "low", "medium", and 
"high" in this diagram are defined relative to the temper- 
ature needed for regeneration. The assignment of a giv- 
en actual temperature to the different levels is done with 
appropriately chosen fuzzy logic membership functions. 
The DPF load intervals "very low", "low", "medium", 
"high", and "too high" are defined relative to the critical 
loading level. The assignment of a given load condition 
to the different levels is again done with appropriately 
chosen fuzzy logic membership functions. 
[0039] Next, fuzzy rules like 
"IF the actual temperature is low AND the DPF load is 
medium, THEN do not force regeneration" 
are evaluated on the basis of the actual data for temper- 
ature and DPF load. This mainly leads to the depicted 
division of the parameter space along the hatched diag- 
onal, the diagram having an upper area, where regen- 
eration is initiated, and a lower area, where regeneration 
is not forced. On the hatched stripe that divides the up- 
per from the lower area, the decision to start regenera- 
tion or not depends on the direction of change of the 
actual temperature. Namely, if temperature raises in this 
area, regeneration will be initiated, and if temperature 
fails in this area, regeneration will be delayed. 
[0040] Again, it should be made clear that the strategy 
can be implemented in crisp logic as well, as described 
on page 6. 

Claims 

1 , A method for the regeneration of an exhaust filter 
located in the exhaust pipe of an internal combus- 
tion engine, comprising the step of rising the tem- 
perature of the exhaust gas above a given temper- 
ature threshold if conditions indicating the need for 
a filter regeneration are met, wherein 

a) the rising of the temperature is initiated ac- 
cording only to said conditions if the actual tem- 
perature of the exhaust gas corresponds to a 
predetermined temperature called "nomnal"; 

b) if the actual temperature of the exhaust gas 
is higher than normal and/or increasing, the ris- 
ing of the temperature is initiated in advance by 
applying a weaker condition for regeneration; 

c) if the actual temperature of the exhaust gas 
Is lower than normal and/or falling the rising of 
the temperature is initiated delayed by applying 
a stronger condition for regeneration. 

2. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the con- 
ditions indicating the need for a filter regeneration 



are defined by the pressure difference across the 
exhaust filter. 

3. The method according to claims 1 or 2, wherein the 
5 conditions indicating the need fora filter regenera- 
tion are defined by the estimated load of the exhaust 
filter. 

4. The method according to one of claims 1 to 3 where- 
to in the decision to initiate the raising of the temper- 
ature of the exhaust gas is taken with the help of 
fuzzy logic calculations based on membership func- 
tions for the condition indicating the need for a filter 
regeneration and for the actual temperature of the 

15 exhaust gas. 

5. A system for the regeneration of an exhaust filter 
located In the exhaust pipe of an Internal combus- 
tion engine, comprising 

20 

a) means to determine conditions indicating the 
need for a filter regeneration; 

b) means to raise the temperature of the ex- 

25 haustgas; 

c) means to determine the actual temperature 
of the exhaust gas; and 

30 d) a controller adapted to execute a method ac- 

cording to one of claims 1 to 4. 

6. The system according to claim 5, wherein the inter- 
nal combustion engine is a diesel engine and the 

35 exhaust filter is a diesel particulate filter. 

7. The system according to claims 5 or 6, wherein the 
means to detennine conditions indicating the need 
for a filter regeneration comprise pressure sensors 

40 located upstream and downstream of the exhaust 
filter. 

8. The system according to one of claims 5 to 7, 
wherein the means to determine the actual temper- 

45 ature of the exhaust gas comprise a temperature 
sensor located in the exhaust pipe of the Internal 
combustion engine. 

9. The system according to one of claims 5 to 8, 
50 wherein the controller Is a programmable micro- 
processor. 



Patentanspruche 

55 

1 . Verfahren zur Regeneration eines Im Abgasrohr el- 
nes Verbrennungsmotors angeordneten Abgasfil- 
lers, mil dem Schritt des Erhohens der Temperatur 
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des Abgases iiber eine gegebene Temperatur- 

schwelle, wenn Bedingungen, die den Bedarf an ei- 
ner Fillerregeneration anzeigen, erfulltwerden, wo- 
bei: 

5 

a) das Erhohen derTemperatur nurgemiBden 
Bedingungen eingeleitetwird, wenn die Isttem- 
peratur des Abgases einer als "noimar be- 
zeichneten vorbestimmten Temperatur ent- 
spricht; 

b) wenn die Isttemperatur des Abgases hdher 

ist als die Normaitemperaturund/oderansteigt, 
das Eriiohen der Temperatur im Voraus durch 
Anwenden eines geringeren Bedingungsgrads 
zur Regeneration eingeleitet wird; '5 

c) wenn die Isttemperatur des Abgases niedri- 
gerist als die Normaltemperalurund/odersinkt, 
das Erhohen der Temperatur durch Anwenden 
eines hoheren Bedingungsgrads zur Regene- 
ration verzogert'Wird. 20 

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1 , bei dem die den Bedarf 
an einer Fllterregeneration anzeigenden Bedingun- 
gen durcli den Druckunterschled am Abgasfilterde- 
finiert werden. 25 



zur Ermittlung der den Bedarf an einer Fllterrege- 
neration anzeigenden Bedingungen dem Abgasfil- 
ter vor- und nachgeschaltete Drucksensoren um- 
fassen. 

8. System nach einem der AnsprOche 5 bis 7, bei dem 
die Mittel zur Ermittlung der Isttemperatur des Ab- 
gases einen im Abgasrohr des Verbrennungsmo- 
tors angeordneten Temperatursensor umfassen. 

9. System nach einem der Anspruche 5 bis 8, bei dem 
es sich bei der Steuerung um einen programmier- 
baren l\/likroprozessor handelt. 



Revendlcations 

1 . Proc6d6 de r6g6n Oration d'un filtre d'^chappement 
situe dans le tuyau d'echappement d'un moteur a 
combustion interne, comprenant Cetape consistant 
a faire mooter la temperature du gaz d'echappe- 
ment au-dessus d'un seuil de temperature donn6 si 
des conditions indiquant la nScessite de procdder 
a une regeneration du filtre sont remplies, dans 
lequel : 



3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1 Oder 2, bei dem die den 
Bedarf an einer Filterregeneration anzeigenden Be- 
dingungen durch die geschatzte Belastung des Ab- 

gasfilters definiert werden. 

4. Verfahren nach einem der Anspruche 1 bis 3, bei 
dem die Entscheidung zur Einleitung des Erhohens 
derTemperatur des Abgases mit Hilfe von Fuzzy- 
Logik-Berechnungen auf Grundlage von IVIitglied- 
schaftsfunktionen fur die den Bedarf an einer Filt- 
erregeneration anzeigende Bedingung und fur die 
Isttemperatur des Abgases getroffen wird. 

5. System zur Regeneration eines Im Abgasrohr eines 
Verbrennungsmotors angeordneten Abgasfilters, 
das Folgendes umfasst: 

a) Mittel zur Emnittlung der den Bedarf an einer 
Filterregeneration anzeigenden Bedingungen; 

b) Mittel zur Erhohung derTemperatur des Ab- 
gases; 

c) Mittel zur Ermittlung der Isttemperatur des 
Abgases; und 

d) erne zur DurchfOhrung eines Verfahrens 
nach einem der Anspruche 1 bis 4 ausgefuhrte 

Steuerung. 

6. System nach Anspruch 5, bei dem es sich bei dem 
Verbrennungsmotor um einen Dieselmotor und bei 
dem Abgasfilter um einen DieselruBfilter handelt. 

7. System nach Anspruch 5 oder 6, bei dem die Mittel 



a) la montee de la temperature est uniquement 
amorcee seton lesdites conditions si ia tempe- 
rature reelle du gaz d'echappement corres- 

30 pond a une temperature predeterminee dite 

"normale" ; 

b) si ia temperature reelle du gaz d'echappe- 
ment est superieure k la temperature normale 
et/ou est en train d'augmenter, la montee de la 

35 temperature est amorcee plus tot en appliquant 

une condition de regeneration plus faible ; 

c) si (a temperature reelle du gaz d'echappe- 
ment est inferieure k ia temperature normale et/ 
ou est en train de baisser, ia montee de la tem- 

40 perature est amorcee plus tard en appliquant 

une condition de regeneration plus forte. 

2. Procede selon la revendication 1 , dans lequel les 
conditions indiquant la necessite de proceder a une 

45 regeneration du filtre sont definies par la difference 
de presslon k travers le filtre d'echappement. 

3. Precede selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel 
les conditions Indiquant ia necessite de proceder k 

50 une regeneration du filtre sont definies par la charge 
estimee du filtre d'echappement. 

4. Procede selon I'une quelconque des revendlcations 
1 a 3, dans lequel la decision d'amorcer I'augmen- 

55 tation de la temperature du gaz d'echappement est 
prise avec I'aide de caiculs de logique floue bases 
sur des fonctions d'appartenance relatives k la con- 
dition indiquant la necessite de proceder k une re- 
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g^ndration du filtre et k la temperature r^elle du gaz 
d'echappement. 

5. Systeme de regeneration d'un filtre d'6chappement 
situe dans le tuyau d'echappement d'un moteur h s 
combustion interne, comprenant : 

a) des moyens pour detemriiner des conditions 
indiquant la necessite de proceder a une rege- 
neration du filtre ; io 

b) des moyens pour augmenter la temperature 
du gaz d'echappement ; 

c) des moyens pour detenniner la ternperature 
reelie du gaz d'echappement ; et 

d) un dispositif de commande adapte pour ex6- is 
cuter un precede selon I'une quelconque des 
revendications 1^4. 

6. Systeme selon la revendlcation 5, dans leque! le 
moteur ^ combustion interne est un moteur diesel, 20 
et le filtre d'echappement est un filtre h particules 
diesel. 

7. Systeme selon la revendlcation 5 ou 6, dans lequel 

les moyens pour determiner les conditions indi- 25 
quant ia necessite de proceder a une regeneration 
du fillre comprennent des capteurs de pression dis- 
poses en amont et en aval du filtre d'echappement. 

8. Systeme selon I'une quelconque des revendica- 30 
lions 5 a 7, dans lequel les moyens pour determiner 

la temperature reelle du gaz d'echappement com- 
prennent un capteur de temperature dispose dans 
le tuyau d'echappement du moteur a combustion in- 
terne. 35 

9. Systeme selon I'une quelconque des revendica- 
tions 5^8, dans lequel le dispositif de commande 
est un micro-processeur programmable. 
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